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NATIVITY OF THE LORD  -  December 25, 2011 

CHURCH BULLETIN 52 
2011  -  YEAR OF THE FAMILY 

 

Readings:  Is 52.7-10  Heb 1.1-6  Jn 1.1-18 

Responsorial Psalm: „All the ends of the earth have 
seen the victory of our God” (Ps. 96). 
 

WE OFFER THE HOLY MASS FOR: 

9:00 világbéke (Kovács György és családja 
Mátés Ernő (fiai, Ervin és Miklós) 

+Bartók Anna (unokája és leánya) 
+férje és +fia (Malics Istvánné és családja) 
+szülők és testvérek (Katona család) 
+Alexander Gati (felesége és családja) 

10:30 az egyházközség (plébános) 
Benyó Nusi felgyógyulása (Nora) 

Botondka és Eszterke (Magdolna és János) 
Navratil, Lipcsik és Majer szülők és testvérek 

(gyerekeik és testvéreik) 
Moldován Sándor, betegsége elviselése (Dobos cs.) 
élő és elhunyt családtagok 

(Takács Erzsébet és Frank) 
Szalontay Kenéz család élő és elhunyt tagjai 

(Anna és Erzsébet) 
Alsószeli Mézes család élő és elhunyt tagjai 

(Anna és Erzsébet) 
+Koczka házaspár  (Mrs. Benyó) 
+Molnár Erzsébet (férje, fia, és négy unokája) 
+Tóth Antal (felesége) 
+Filó Erzsébet (testvére, Margit) 
+Regner Tibor, +Lutár József (Lutár Irén és családja) 
+ Pál József  (Borbély Imre és családja) 
+Erdősi Attila (Magdi és Robin) 

12:00 the souls in purgatory 
kisunoka és szülei, hálából (Bojtos család) 

+Mátyás Margit (fia, Mátyás Béla és családja) 

Monday (26) Saint Stephen 
7:30 Aidan Cole Sazon, on his birthday 
3:00 our deceased Jesuits 

Tuesday (27) Saint John 
7:30 Alföldy-Borúss Katalin and family (parents) 

Wednesday (28) Holy Innocents 
7:30 +Zadubán György 
7 PM Alföldy-Borúss Tamás (szülei) 

Thursday (29) Saint Thomas Becket 
7:30   deceased loved ones (Kis Imre and family) 

Friday (30) Holy Family 
7:30 for Jesuit vocations 
1:00     marriage of Tausz András & Hegedűs Emese 

Saturday (31) Saint Sylvester I 
7:30 for the conversion of sinners 

Etelka and Pál 
6:00 +dr. Györgypál Lajos (felesége és családja) 
 
 

 

Baptism:        Fajkó Ákos, Fajkó Zsolt, 
                        Korbely Sándor. Oláh Dorina 

Marriage (3):  Tausz András & Hegedűs Emese 

Funeral:          Márai János (98) 
 

 

Merry Christmas to all our parishioners! 

The office will be closing early at 12 noon on 
Saturdays, Dec. 24

th
 and 31

st
, and will be closed 

altogether on Sundays, Dec. 25
th
 and January 1

st
. 

 

EVENTS 

December 31 New Year’s Eve Dinner and Dance 

January 14 Hungarian School, Scouts, First 

Communion and Confirmation classes begin 15 

Fundraising Lángos sale 22 Sausage Lunch. 

 Video Club. The fathers and some members of our 
congregation offered their collection of DVDs for 
public use by other club members.  You can join the 
club by providing the church office in person or by 
email with a list of your DVDs you are ready to lend 
out to other club members. We can start the lending 
and borrowing already before the Christmas Holidays!  

 New Beginnings: For those who have lost a 

loved one through Death, Separated or Divorced. 
Come and join us for an informative evening with 
Stephanie Ozorio, her presentation will be "Building 
Confidence - Life After Loss" The presentation will 
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take place Tuesday January 3;  from  8:00 to 9:30 
p.m. Location Saint Bonaventure’s Church Hall, 1300 
Leslie Street, Toronto, Ontario: (on the west side of 
Leslie, south of Lawrence) No registration required. 
Enquiries:  Deacon James at  416-921-1163 ext. 
2227 or email at jshaughn@cfstoronto.com. 

 

The Reindeer Gospel 
Ernest Munachi Ezeogu, C.S.Sp. 

Santa's most popular reindeer by far is Rudolf, Rudolf, 
the red-nosed reindeer. Here is his story as told in 
music by Johnny Marks: Rudolf, the red-nosed 
reindeer, had a very shiny nose. And if you ever saw 
him, you would even say it glows. All of the other 
reindeer used to laugh and call him names. They 
never let poor Rudolf play in any reindeer games. 
Then one foggy Christmas eve Santa came to say: 
"Rudolf with your nose so bright, won't you guide my 
sleigh tonight?" Then all the reindeer loved him as 
they shouted out with glee: "Rudolf the red-nosed 
reindeer, you'll go down in history!" The story of 
Rudolf, is the story of salvation. It is our story both as 
individuals and as the human family. In our own case 
it is not Santa who saves us but the Child Jesus. 

To begin with, Rudolf was a misfit. Compared to the 
image of the ideal reindeer we can say that something 
was definitely wrong with him. What is more, he was 
not in any position to help himself. So are we all, 
misfits, as the Bible tells us. "For all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). "All we 
like sheep have gone astray" (Isaiah 53:6). Like lost 
sheep we are not in a position to help ourselves. 
Rudolf could not help himself. All that his fellow 
reindeer did was to makes things worse for him. Only 
one person could help him, Santa, the messenger 
from heaven. 

Today we celebrate the birth of the Messenger from 
heaven. As we read in today's gospel, "In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.... And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us" (John 1:1, 14). He comes to 
liberate us from the human predicament, our 
sinfulness. For it is sin that mars and disfigures the 
beautiful image of God that we all are. Sin turns us 
into a despicable Rudolf, the red-nosed reindeer. But 
the heavenly Messenger comes, not to take away the 
red nose but to declare to us the Good News that we 
are acceptable to God even with the red nose. 
Rudolf's red nose was a defect. But Santa chose him 
precisely on account of that. The heavenly Messenger 
has the ability to turn the defects and red noses of our 
tainted humanity into assets for the service of God. 
Jesus is this heavenly messenger. 

What makes the reindeer gospel so poignant is that 
Santa does not use his magic wand to heal Rudolf of 
his red nose defect. He let him go on with the red 

nose even as his chosen reindeer. Certainly Rudolf 
would have wanted nothing so much as to be a 
normal reindeer like all the rest. Similarly Jesus does 
not simply make us good men and women, rather he 
makes us into people who can use all their strengths 
and defects to the service and the glory of God. This 
is the proof to us that it is not by our own will power 
that we are able to become children of God. It is by 
God's grace, by God's unmerited and unconditional 
love of us. As God tells St Paul, "My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness" (2 
Corinthians 12:9). 

How does the grace of God achieve this 
transformation in us? God's grace works two things in 
us: enlightenment and empowerment. "For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ" (John 1:17). God's truth 
enlightens us and God grace empowers us. God's 
truth enlightens us to see ourselves and our world in a 
new light. It is a word that brings reassurance, 
affirmation and hope. You can imagine how Rudolf felt 
when he heard the words of Santa, "Rudolf with your 
nose so bright, won't you guide my sleigh tonight?" 
That is why we call it the Good News. It is news that is 
liberating and empowering. It empowers us by 
changing our former disposition of insecurity, despair 
and hopelessness into that of blessed assurance, new 
hope and enthusiasm in the Lord's service. 

Like Rudolf before Santa, let us today listen to the 
Message that the Child Jesus brings us, let us commit 
ourselves into his service without looking back, even 
when we do not know where the journey will lead us, 
knowing one thing for sure: that the grace of God will 
supply the strength we need for the long journey of 
faith ahead. "For to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God" (John 1:12). 
 

Christmas Quotations 
"The purpose and cause of the incarnation was that 
He might illuminate the world by His wisdom and 
excite it to the love of Himself." 

/ Peter Abelard / 
 

"Until one feels the spirit of Christmas, there is no 
Christmas. All else is outward display - so much tinsel 
and decorations. For it isn't the holly, it isn't the snow. 
It isn't the tree not the firelight's glow. It's the warmth 
that comes to the hearts of men when the Christmas 
spirit returns again." 

/ Anonymous / 
 

"There's nothing sadder in this world than to awake 
Christmas morning and not be a child." 

/ Erma Bombeck / 
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