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Readings: Jon 3.1-5,10; 1 Cor 7.29-31; Acts 2.3-16
Responsorial Psalm:

your

Saint Elizabeth of Hungary Roman Catholic Church
432 Sheppard Ave. East, Toronto, Ont. M2N 3B7 - Tel: 416-225-3300x21 Fax: 416-225-3814
E-mail: : szte.iroda@gmail.com - szte.plebanos@gmail.com - Web page: szenterzsebet.org

Office hours Tuesday to Friday 9 to 3.
English masses: Monday to Saturday at 7.30 in the morning
Sunday’s 12 o’clock mass is both in English and Hungarian

rosfalvy — retired: Balazs Jaschkd, Jozsef Filop
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,Lord, make me know
ways."

PRAYER INTENTIONS:

9:00
10:30

12:00

Mond
7.30
8.00

¥ az egyhazkozseégeért

& +Molnar Erzsébetért — férje és fia

« +Pirositz Erzsébetért és +Gyorgyért — cs.
& +L4s716 Juditért — Kocsis Eva

& +T6th Antalért — Ritter Teréz és cs.

& +Horvath Istvanért és +Brigittaért —
Horvéath Zoltan és csaladja

& +Tabanyi Istvdnné Gergely Ibolyaért

& +\arga Eszterért — Zsuffa Mara

& +Molnar Erzsébetért — leanya és csaladja

& +Varga Eszterért — Balatoni csalad

& +Farkas Jozsefért - csaladja

& +Kolmann Laszl6ért — leanya és cs.

& +Hatos Péter Janoseért — szilei, Tamas
ikertestvére és csaladja

ay, January 26;
for father’s intention
for father’s intention

Tuesday, January 27,

7.30
8.00
19.00

for father’s intention
for his wife, +Margit — Feri
for our Women'’s League

Wednesday, January 28; St. Thomas Aquinas

7.30
8.00
19.00

for the intention of the Jesuit General
for the intention of the Jesuit General
for the Hungarian Community in Toronto

Thursday, January 29;

7.30
8.00

for our deceased Jesuits
for our deceased Jesuits

Friday, January 30;

7.30
8.00

for Jesuit vocations
for Jesuit vocations

19.00 for world peace
Saturday, January 31; St. John Bosco

7.30
8.00

for +Sr. Nathanael Cecile Deraspe, f.m.m
for father’s intention

Funeral :

Ibolya Tabanyi (78), Eva Fekete (77),
Attila Karpatffy (83)

Repent and Believe
Fr. Phil Bloom

Bottom line: Becoming a disciple requires more
than a one-time conversion experience. Because
people can grow cold, we need to hear again
Jesus' words. Repent and believe.

Once at an Archdiocesan gathering, a speaker
asked all those educated in Catholic schools to
stand. As you might imagine, the majority stood.
Nothing against public schools and C.C.D. (I went
to public schools for my first twelve years) - and
of course we can only feel gratitude for the gifts
that adult converts bring. At the same time, most
of our lay leaders have emerged from Catholic
schools.

There is a reason for this. As we see in today's
Gospel, becoming a disciple requires more than a
one-time conversion experience. After calling
people to conversion, Jesus invited them to follow
him, to walk with him. That involved conversation,
working together, relaxing together and, above all,
praying together. A Catholic school is a place
where those things can happen. Along with their
teachers and other adults, the students have
common experiences of study, projects, field trips,
recreation and prayer - as well as abundant
opportunities for mutual forgiveness and
forbearance. All of this can contribute to becoming
a Christian disciple.

Now, becoming a disciple does not happen
automatically. Not only does each student have



their own free will, but a group of people can lose
their vision, grow cold and wind up conforming,
imitating the dominant culture. That's why we
need to hear Jesus' words: Repent and believe.
Repent means to examine one's life: Where have
I strayed from Christ, become disordered? Believe
means to stop simply repeating words and
phrases - and to think about what those words
mean. For example, in the Profession of Faith, we
say: I believe in God, the Father almighty. What
does it mean that God is my Father - and that he
is all powerful? A disciple doesn't just repeat those
words. He thinks about what they signify.

This is important because otherwise we have a
tendency to fall into the values and beliefs of the
culture. Let me use an example from this past
week. We just inaugurated a new president. For
sure all of us are praying for President Obama. I
don't know about you but I am praying that he
has the right solutions for our economic problems,
that his administration will improve our overall
health care system - and above all, find new ways
for nations to solve conflicts peacefully. Those are
important things and they will effect every one of
us, especially our children. But, at the same time,
I hope that nobody here thinks that the economy,
health care and world peace are the most
important things. Compared to the salvation of a
single soul, they are small potatoes.* Someday
the United States will be gone - and all the other
countries too. But you and I will just be starting
our existence.

That is why St. Paul says that those who are
weeping should act as not weeping - and those
who are rejoicing should act as not rejoicing. "For
the world in its present form is passing away."
What matters is where you and I will spend
eternity. The decision one makes at this moment
has eternal consequences. No one expressed this
urgency better than the English writer, C.S. Lewis.
I would like to conclude with a quote from him:

"It is a serious thing to live in a society of possible
gods and goddesses, to remember that the dullest
and most uninteresting person you talk to may
one day be a creature which, if you saw it now,
you would be tempted to worship, or else a horror
and a corruption which you now meet, if at all,

only in a nightmare. All day long, we are, in some
degree, helping each other to one or other of
these destinations. It is in the light of these
overwhelming possibilities, it is with the awe and
circumspection proper to them, that we should
conduct all of our dealings with one another, all
friendships, all loves, all play, all politics. There
are no ordinary people. You have never talked to
a mere mortal. Nations, cultures, arts, civilization -
these are mortal, and their life is to ours as the
life of a gnat. But it is immortals whom we joke
with, marry, snub, and exploit - immortal horrors
or everlasting splendours."

Now is the right moment. Repent and believe.

EVENTS
@ On Sunday, February 1, 2009, at St. Michael's
Cathedral, 2:30 p.m., there will be a special Mass
in celebration of the vocation and witness of these
special men and women religious who are such a
vital and important part of the life and ministry of
the Church in our Archdiocese. All are welcome to
attend.

@ In 2008, the Archdiocesan website had more
than 12.4 million hits (individual clicks) and almost
600,000 visitors, making this one of our most
widely used communication vehicles. Thank you
for your ongoing assistance.

@ 40 Days for Life (February 24 - April 5, 2009) is
a focused pro-life campaign that has generated
measurable lifesaving results in more than 130
cities where it has been implemented. It has lead
to a significant drop in abortions on almost all
locations, and in some places such as the State of
North Dakota, to the closing of all abortion clinics.
The 40 Days for Life campaign is made up of
three key components:

* Prayer and Fasting: inviting people of faith
throughout our city to join together for 40 days of
fervent prayer and fasting for an end to abortion

* Peaceful Vigil: standing for life through a 40-day
peaceful public witness.

* Community Outreach: taking a positive, upbeat
pro-life message to every corner of our city
through media efforts, church presentations,
petition drives, and public visibility.



